RAPD fingerprinting for the distinction of Prevotella intermedia sensu stricto from Prevotella nigrescens.
A collection of 70 oral strains including reference strains and clinical isolates identified as Prevotella intermedia sensu lato was constituted to cover a large clinical and geographical diversity. Electrophoresis of the enzyme malate dehydrogenase allowed the identification of the 70 study strains as Prevotella intermedia sensu stricto (n= 36), Prevotella nigrescens (n= 31) and three unclassified strains. By using four primers, DNA fingerprints were generated from 20 strains as random amplified polymorphic DNA (RAPD). Matching co-migrating amplicon positions by pairwise comparison allowed the clustering of the fingerprints as two groups coincident with the P. intermedia/P. nigrescens assignment by enzyme electrophoresis of malate dehydrogenase. Our data suggest that isolates identified asP. intermedia sensu lato by conventional criteria can be speciated asP. intermedia sensu stricto or P. nigrescens by RAPD fingerprinting.